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 What is the OSSLT?



 What is the OSSLT?

a. A test of reading and writing.

b. A graduation requirement.

c. A mix of multiple choice and open response 
questions.



 When is the OSSLT?



 When is the OSSLT?

 March 27



 What time does the OSSLT start?



 What time does the OSSLT start?

 Classroom doors open at 8:20,
test starts at 8:30



 What if I’m late?



 What if I’m late?

 Up to 10 minutes, go to your assigned class.

 More than 10 minutes late, go to the office as 
we might have to change your room.



 How will I find out where will I write the 
OSSLT?



 How will I find out where will I write the 
OSSLT?

 Lists will be posted on the cafeteria windows 
on Tuesday March 19



 What should I do if my name is not on the 
list?



 How will I find out where will I write the 
OSSLT?

 Go to the office and tell Mr Gordon.



 What score do I need to pass?



 What score do I need to pass?

 300 (out of a possible 400)



 What are my choices if I do not pass?



 What are my choices if I do not pass?

 Try again next year

 Take the Ontario Literacy Course



 The test is scored by qualified individuals 
(outside of our school) who have received 
special training for this purpose.

 You will find out your score in June.



 In order to reflect regular practice within 
classrooms, EQAO no longer requires IEPs 
for additional time.

 If you require a few extra minutes,  you can 
stay during the break to finish.

 Each booklet must be completed in one 
continuous sitting.



 The majority of students finish a booklet in 
about 60 minutes, so 75 minutes is lots of 
time.

 If you didn’t need extra time to finish the 
practice booklets, i.e. Book 1 (Session 9) or 
Book 2 (Session 11), then you won’t need 
extra time on March 27.



 Regular practice within classrooms has been 
measured:
 If you regularly need extra time for written tests and 

in-class assignments (all courses),then your teacher 
has told us and we have prepared.

 We have the data from your teachers about the 
practice booklets (finished in 75 min or not) :
 Session 9 Book 1.  
 Session 11 Book 2



 Yes, you’ll still get a full 15 minute break (you 
can come back early if you want).

 When you come back from your break, the 
script for Book 2 will be read to you in the hall 
before you come in to start Book 2.  

 You will get the full 75 minutes for Book 2, 
plus a few extra minutes if needed.



 Sorry,  supervising teachers can’t help you 
figure out a word or a question:

 “During the test, no one may explain, define or 
provide examples of reading vocabulary or writing 
terminology to students, including those with 
accommodations.”



 Supervising teachers can’t even tell you if you 
missed a question:

 “During the test, nothing may be said or done to 
influence student responses, including, but not 
limited to, actions such as drawing a student’s 
attention to an unanswered question.”



 Even if we saw that you made a mistake, we 
can’t say anything:

 “At no point during or after the test may anything 
be said or done to encourage students to alter or 
revise their responses.”



 If you finish before 75 minutes are up, use the 
time to check your work.  You may not leave 
early.

 When you have finished both booklets and 
are dismissed, the cafeteria is available for 
quiet study.

 There are no formal classes in the afternoon.





 You were to complete Book 2 yesterday and 
bring it with you today.

 If you do not have your Book 2, make notes of 
the ideas I tell you today on a separate piece 
of paper.   

 Use the ideas we discuss today when you 
write the OSSLT on March 27



RULE #1 – NEVER, EVER, LEAVE IT BLANK!

RULE #2 - PROVIDE  SPECIFIC DETAILS

RULE #3 – WHEN IT COMES TO WRITING
TASKS,  MAKE UP  THE SPECIFIC
DETAILS 

(reading task details MUST be from the text)

RULE #4 –REPORT LIKE A REPORTER

http://moodle2.yrdsb.ca/mod/quiz/attempt.php?attempt=27333








NEVER, EVER, LEAVE IT BLANK!

If you don’t know – MAKE IT UP
It’s not about truth

it’s not about what you actually believe 
it’s about your ability to support an idea.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Last year, NHS had a number of students who received scores that were just under the number that is considered “successful”. That number is 300 and they had 290, 295.  Wow, that had to hurt.  So what if the difference between being successful and not being successful is getting a 10 on a response rather than a zero?  Let’s look together at how the responses are marked.





1. The response is an essay developing a clear 
and consistent opinion in response to the 
prompt.

2. There are sufficient specific supporting 
details, with clear explanation of relevance. 

3. The organization is coherent demonstrating 
a thoughtful progression of ideas.



 This means you need to choose one side (yes 
or no) and stick to it.



 Read the question.  It asks for a yes or no 
point of view. 

 Brainstorm a list of reasons for each side

Yes No

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•





 Choose the three best reasons you brainstormed 
for the opinion you can argue best.

 Each reason needs to be different.

 Think of at least two or three extremely specific 
details or examples that clearly describe each 
reason

 Think about why your  specific details are 
relevant to and justify the opinion  



 Once you’ve chosen your three reasons, decide 
which order would be best so that your 
paragraphs flow from one idea to the next.

 Determine transition words or phrases that link 
one paragraph to the previous or the next.
 Code 40 – Mechanical organization:  First… Second… 

Third…
 Code 60 – thoughtful progression of ideas e.g. from 

less important to more important 



 Consider the overarching theme of your 
reasons and why the topic is important.

 Hook the reader in your introduction and 
ensure your conclusion goes beyond a 
restatement of the main points.

 Use literary devices to pique the readers’ 
interest (e.g. using imagery, descriptive 
language, hooks, rhetorical questions).





 Introduce the topic and hook the reader’s 
interest.  Tell why the topic is important.

 Express the opinion using the words of the 
prompt.

 List supporting arguments (reasons that 
justify the opinion) in the order they will be 
explained in the body paragraphs.



The first four sentences hook 
the reader  by describing  the 
context and  asking a rhetorical 
question.

The three arguments are:  
distractions, cost, misuse.

Opinion:  Cellphones are not necessary in teenagers’ lives.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The opinion is that cellphones are not necessary.



 Flow naturally from the paragraph before.  
Start with a transition word or phrase.

 Express one idea (reason) that supports the 
opinion.  

 Give specific details or examples that 
 clarify your idea
 clearly explain the idea’s relevance to the opinion 



Transition:  First sentence builds on rhetorical question in 
introductory paragraph asking why teenagers need cellphones 
nowadays when teenagers have done fine without them in the past.

There are eight specific details that describe the ways teens can use 
cellphones and how often they do so.

Key idea and relevance is that cellphones are an 
unnecessary distraction from school work and families.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
First sentence builds on rhetorical question in introductory paragraph asking why teenagers need cellphones nowadays when teenagers have done fine without them in the past.    
The support of the opinion that cell phones are not necessary is that cellphones distract from school work and families because they have many useful applications.  There are eight specific examples of these applications that develop the reason. 



Transition

Key idea

Presenter
Presentation Notes
First sentence builds on idea in first body paragraph which had listed many applications and uses of cell phones.  Idea is that cellphones are a waste of money.  At least $95 is a specific details.  Why spend money on cell phone when you can use your home phone justifies why cellphones are not necessary.



Transition 
(order of 

importance)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
First sentence links paragraph to argument by stating its importance in relation to the others “The most immense disadvantage…” which emphasizes the thoughtful progression of ideas.  The main idea is that cellphones are misused.  Four specific examples of misuse are described.  The relevance to the argument is that they are “danger threats” if used with wrong intentions which is obviously something that is not necessary in teenagers’ lives.



 Summarize the supporting arguments from 
the body paragraphs.

 Re-express the opinion

 Wrap up the argument.



Wrapping 
up the 

argument

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first paragraph of the conclusion is not a transition word or phrase:  it begins the summary of ideas.  Notice how the conclusion is not just a restatement of the main points.  The three ideas are not stated in the same way (nor the same order).  The wrap up of the argument emphasizes why the topic is important.



 Plan before you write!  

 Each of the 2-3 body paragraphs needs its 
own idea (no repeats).  

 Plan order of reasons to better plan transition 
phrases 



 Introductory paragraph identifies issue, tells the 
opinion and outlines the arguments

 Body paragraph 1 develops the first argument
with specific examples or details clearly 
explaining relevance to opinion

 Body paragraph 2 and 3 each develop their own 
arguments with sufficient specific details and 
relevance clearly stated

 Concluding paragraph wraps up argument

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note that Blank, Illegible, Off-topic and code 10 not shown.  Students should look at the rubrics provided in their student workbooks for more details.



RULE #3 – WHEN IT COMES TO 
WRITING TASKS,  

MAKE UP  THE SPECIFIC DETAILS 

Not everything that was said by the Code 60 
writer was true, but it was plausible. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But, our goal here at NHS is not just to pass the test, it is to ACE the test because WHY NOT? So what is the number one difference between those who simply pass and those who do well? Details, Details, Details!



1. The response is a news report related to the 
headline and photo with a clear and 
consistent focus on an event. 

2. There are sufficient specific supporting 
details, which are thoughtfully chosen to 
develop the news report. 

3. The organization is coherent demonstrating 
a thoughtful progression of ideas.





This is what EQAO had to say about our Code 
60 example:





The #1 strategy for success on 
multiple choice questions is to 

REREAD!
The multiple choice answers are tricky.  

Each answer is designed to look right.

 Eliminate answers that you know are wrong

 If all else fails, guess and come back to it later.



NEVER, EVER, LEAVE IT BLANK!
There’s no penalty for wrong answers.

You miss 100% of the shots you don’t take.
~ Wayne Gretzky

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Last year, NHS had a number of students who received scores that were just under the number that is considered “successful”. That number is 300 and they had 290, 295.  Wow, that had to hurt.  So what if the difference between being successful and not being successful is getting a 10 on a response rather than a zero?  Let’s look together at how the responses are marked.



Answers:
1-A
2-D
3-A
4-C



 Remember that you can  ask any of your 
teachers to help you understand why your 
answer was wrong.

 You can come to the After School Literacy 
prep course tonight in room 310







1-B
2-B
3-B
4-C

5-C
6-D
7-B
8-B

Answers:

9-D







Answers:
1-B
2-D
3-D
4-B
5-D





PROVIDE  SPECIFIC  DETAILS

Any open response questions, for reading or 
writing, require an answer to the writing prompt 
followed by specific, relevant details clearly 
connected to the response.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But, our goal here at NHS is not just to pass the test, it is to ACE the test because WHY NOT? So what is the number one difference between those who simply pass and those who do well? Details, Details, Details!



Describe how

the store clerk’s attitude

changes in this selection.

 Use specific details from the selection to 
support your answer.  



1. Clearly state what the clerk’s attitude was to 
begin with and what it changed to.

2. Use specific, relevant details for support 
from the reading selection (quotes).

3. Clearly connect a quote to the initial attitude 
and a quote to the final attitude.



reading comprehension 
details MUST be 

from the text

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But, our goal here at NHS is not just to pass the test, it is to ACE the test because WHY NOT? So what is the number one difference between those who simply pass and those who do well? Details, Details, Details!



Goal:







Support for 
strict



Explain whether or not

Jacinta and Dave behave

appropriately. 

Use specific details from the selection and your 
own ideas to support your answer. 



1. Choose a side and state your opinion:  
behave appropriately or inappropriately.

2. Use specific, relevant support from the 
reading selection that describes their 
behaviour (quotes or attributions)

3. Clearly connect the quote to your  opinion 
about the appropriateness of the behaviour.



reading comprehension 
details MUST be 

from the text

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But, our goal here at NHS is not just to pass the test, it is to ACE the test because WHY NOT? So what is the number one difference between those who simply pass and those who do well? Details, Details, Details!



Goal:







Specific detail 
from text



 Highlight the most important idea related to the 
question asked and use it to determine your answer.

 Clearly answer the question asked using the words 
from  the question.

 Quote the part of the text that supports your 
answer.

 Clearly connect your supporting detail to your 
answer to the question asked (tell why it is relevant).





When it comes to writing tasks,  
MAKE UP the specific details.

(reading comprehension details 
MUST be from the text)

You can pull from:
 Your personal experience
 Experiences you know about
 TV, Movies, Video Games, Books...

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But, our goal here at NHS is not just to pass the test, it is to ACE the test because WHY NOT? So what is the number one difference between those who simply pass and those who do well? Details, Details, Details!





If you could learn how to do something new, 

what would it be

and why? 

 Use specific details to explain your choice

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remember that what you write doesn’t have to be true for you, it’s just a demonstration of your ability to write.



1. Clearly state your idea – identify a new 
thing you would learn.

2. Use specific details that are relevant to the 
new thing 

3. Clearly explain why these specific details 
make it something relevant to you (i.e. why 
you would want to learn that thing)



 Start with answering the question and using the 
words from the writing prompt.  E.g. If I could learn 
how to do something new, it would be …

 Choose a specific example to illustrate your idea.  
Use what you know from your own life, from school, from TV or 
movies to help you think of a good example

 Make sure you close having clearly explained 
how your specific example supports your 
answer. Don’t make the reader have to connect the dots!



Vague:
If I could learn how to do something new, it 
would be to fly.

Specific:
If I could learn how to do something new, it 
would be to fly a plane.



Vague:
If I could learn how to do something new, it would 
be to fly a plane. I would  fly to places near and far.  
It could become my career.

Specific:
If I could learn how to do something new, it would 
be to fly a plane. I would  fly to Hawaii, England, 
Switzerland and all the places I’ve never been.  I 
could start an exciting and rewarding career as a 
pilot.



Vague:
If I could learn how to do something new, it 
would be to fly a plane. I would  fly to Hawaii, 
England, Switzerland and all the places I’ve 
never been.  I could start an exciting and 
rewarding career as a pilot. I would like to learn 
how to fly a plane because it would be fun for 
me. 



Specific:
If I could learn how to do something new, it 
would be to fly a plane. I would  fly to Hawaii, 
England, Switzerland and all the places I’ve 
never been.  I could start an exciting and 
rewarding career as a pilot. I’m an  adventurous 
person who loves to travel, so learning how to 
fly a plane would help me see the world. 



 You only have six lines to write on. Words 
past the sixth line aren’t read!  Don’t write so 
small that the reader can’t make out what 
you’ve written!

 You need more than 20 words to get a score 
for writing conventions.

 Try to write on at least five of the lines. 



 Idea

 Specific details

 Connection of idea to details 
(explains relevance of details)



 Brainstorm ideas that you could use to answer the 
question.  Create at least one specific detail for each 
idea.  Choose the idea with the most compelling 
detail.   

 Clearly answer the question asked using the words 
from  the question.

 Tell about the specific detail that you created.  It 
might be an example or an explanation.

 Clearly connect your answer in the first sentence and 
your supporting detail to the question asked.  



 Did you clearly identify what you’d like to 
learn (either by name or by description)?

 Did you give one or two specific details of 
what the new learning involves?

 Did you clearly explain why your details 
justify or explain why you would like to learn 
it?



















Answers:
1-C
2-D
3-B
4-C
5-D
6-D





RULE #1 – NEVER, EVER, LEAVE IT BLANK!

RULE #2 - PROVIDE  SPECIFIC DETAILS

RULE #3 – WHEN IT COMES TO WRITING
TASKS,  MAKE UP  THE SPECIFIC
DETAILS 

(reading task details MUST be from the text)

RULE #4 –REPORT LIKE A REPORTER

http://moodle2.yrdsb.ca/mod/quiz/attempt.php?attempt=27333
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